1 I wish to acknowledge Hélène Millet, distinguished colleague and generous collaborator, for many insights crucial to the arguments made here. Translations are mine unless otherwise noted.
Simon de Cramaud, Patriarch of Alexandria, was the major French ecclesiastical fi gure in the controversy over the obedience of the Gallican Church to the popes of Avignon. For the defi nitive study on his contributions, see Howard Kaminsky, Simon de Cramaud and the Great Schism (New Brunswick, 1983 in two other literary texts, he off ers trenchant commentary on the the Schism at crucial moments in the last decade of the 14th century, as the court of France and the Gallican church struggled with the recalcitrance of popes in Avignon and Rome. Every episode in Bovet's adult life was shaped, usually for the worse, by some event inspired by the divide in the papacy, and his career itself indeed parallels the course of the Schism. His extant works, sincere attempts to steer western policy at a crucial moment, engage the central issues of the day with admirable rigor and courage. Th is chapter will concern itself with Bovet's role in Schism-related issues, especially those concerning the role of the French crown and the University of Paris in the three Paris councils that led to the French church's withdrawal of obedience in the summer of 1398.
Th e career of Honorat Bovet has been well detailed elsewhere. 2 He was born about 1350 in the viscounty of Valernes near Sisteron in the modern department of Alpes de Haute-Provence. His family was of the lesser nobility and was able to cover the costs of his education. One of the fi rst documentary references to him occurs in a papal letter of 1368 sent from Rome: he may well have accompanied Pope Urban V, a fellow Benedictine and a great benefactor of the University of Montpellier where Bovet fi rst studied, on his abortive journey there.
3 Bovet had most likely entered the order not long before this time and by 1371 had been appointed prior at Selonnet in the diocese of Embrun. By this time he was already "bachelier en décret" and would in time add a license and a doctorate in decrees to his credentials. Bovet's experience with the law is the most signifi cant element in his intellectual background: it provided him with several important political opportunities and is pervasive both as theme and method in his literary productions. 
